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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Staff provide a safe, secure and welcoming environment. They develop strong
bonds with children because of their caring and nurturing interactions. Staff ensure
they know about children and their families to enable them to build strong
relationships with them. Staff offer higher levels of support to those children who
are new to the setting, and this helps them to settle quickly. Staff, with the support
of the special needs coordinator, are particularly effective at identifying and
supporting children with SEND. Staff know what they want children to learn and
focus on children's interests and the areas of learning. They plan a challenging and
motivating curriculum that builds on what children already know and can do.
Transitions to school are carefully considered by the manager and staff team. Key
workers know their children well. Children develop the necessary skills for their
eventual move to school.

Staff are good role models and support children to learn boundaries, and they have
high expectations for their behaviour and attitudes to learning. This helps children
to be enthusiastic and motivated to learn. Children show they are eager to join
their friends in play. They are polite towards staff and their peers. Staff encourage
children to take care of their belongings and to help tidy toys away. Children know
what is expected of them in this setting.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The quality of education across the setting is good. Staff provide an ambitious
curriculum that makes use of the indoor and outdoor environments to provide
stimulating experiences for children. Children are curious to explore and engage
with the variety of opportunities available.

B Overall, staff model communication and language well. They use effective
questioning to extend children's learning. Staff offer an ongoing narrative, and
this encourages children to use their imaginations. Children are exposed to a
wide variety of language and new vocabulary through songs, stories and
conversations. Children confidently use new language purposefully in their play.
For instance, when playing imaginatively with dough and large tooth brushes,
children comment on how 'plaque’ and 'decay’ rot their teeth.

m Children's natural curiosity is nurtured through reading books with staff. They sit
together on the carpet, listening eagerly to the staff member reading the story
they have chosen. Staff make story times fully interactive, inviting children to
finish off familiar phrases. However, on occasion, staff interrupt learning by
prioritising daily routines, such as tidying up. This impacts on children's ability to
remain fully engaged, as the interruption in learning breaks their concentration.

m Overall, staff promote children's early mathematical skills. They encourage
children to count the blocks they are using to build towers. Together, they count
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the number of fruits and vegetables they cut up for their snacks. However, staff
do not always use these opportunities to consistently extend other aspects of
children's mathematical knowledge, such as shape, measure and size.

W Staff act as good role models to teach children about respectful interactions.
Children play very well together. They share toys with their friends and say thank
you to each other. Children learn about being kind and helping their friends.

® Children learn how to be independent as they put their own indoor shoes on
after outdoor play. They unzip their coats and hang them on their named pegs.
Some children independently use the toilet with minimal support. Children show
a sense of pride in their achievements.

m Staff promote healthy lifestyles with children. Children bring in healthy, balanced
packed lunches and snacks. They take part in weekly cooking activities where
they make healthy foods, such as Viethamese summer rolls, and taste cuisine
from around the world. In addition, staff teach children to identify different flags
from around the world, which helps children to build on their learning of the
wider world.

B Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents report that children make good
progress in the setting and that staff ensure they are kept up to date about their
children's progress. Parents appreciate the time taken to help children settle into
the setting and the love and care offered by staff.

B Staff are reflective and constantly evaluate the service they provide. All staff are
motivated and feel well supported by the manager. They feel valued and have
access to further training opportunities to continue their own professional
development.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B strengthen the organisation of routines to better support children's engagement
so that there are less interruptions in their play and learning

B use opportunities more effectively to consistently introduce shape, size and
measure in activities to help enhance children's concepts of mathematics.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY538656

Local authority Enfield

Inspection number 10351888

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Corbett, Karen Patricia
Telephone number 07930620582

Date of previous inspection 30 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Little Oaks Montessori Nursery registered in 2016. The nursery is open Monday to
Friday, from 9am to 3.30pm, for 38 weeks of the year. There are six members of
staff, all of whom hold relevant early years qualifications from level 2 to level 6.
The nursery provides funded early years education for children aged two, three and
four years. The nursery follows the Montessori method of education.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anahita Aderianwalla
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Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

m Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the
manager.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

B The inspector sampled relevant documentation during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Little Oaks Montessori Nursery 5
2 July 2024


http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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